How has this strategy evolved since the December 2005 WTO Ministerial Conference?
The Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration, which in its emphasis on the broader conditions for crossborder integration is consistent with the EBRD's understanding of priorities for the transition region, gave further impetus to the EBRD's work to support regional integration.
How does this strategy address regional aid-for-trade challenges?
Trade in the transition region continues to be burdened by perceived risks in trade finance, which relate partly to the short track record of local banks. EBRD's Trade Finance Programme addresses this issue by working with selected banks at both ends of transactions and reducing the risk of trade finance instruments. In infrastructure, the key challenge in the region remains that the capital stock needs to adjust to the demands of modern market economies, including in terms of the quality, direction and interconnection of transport networks. EBRD has not made any specific pledges on aid-for-trade.
HOW MUCH AID-FOR-TRADE

What is your medium-term (beyond 3 years) financial plan for aid-for-trade?
EBRD does not currently have a "plan" for aid-for-trade, but it has business projections. Demand for the TFP is market-driven and may increase or decline depending on market circumstances. Nevertheless, we would expect the level of commitments under this programme to remain broadly unchanged as new bank partners join while others "graduate". Investment in cross-border infrastructure is projected to continue rising in the coming years.
HOW DO YOU IMPLEMENT YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY?
MAINSTREAMING 9. How do you ensure that aid-for-trade is effectively integrated in your overall development strategy and programming both at head quarters and in-country?
EBRD aid-for-trade activities are driven by market demand on a project by project basis. Beyond financial projections, these activities are not "programmed". Country strategies, which are updated each year, spell out priorities and indicative project pipelines, and are fully coordinated between the resident offices and headquarters.
Have you recently strengthened your in-house aid-for-trade expertise and how is this expertise deployed to link policies with operations?
N/A (see answers above).
OWNERSHIP
Refers to developing countries exercising effective leadership over their development policies and strategies and co-ordinating development efforts.
What approach do you follow in your country assistance plan, when national development strategies lack a strong trade development component?
The EBRD works at the project level, not at the level of national development strategies. 95% of project counterparts in 2007 have been in the private sector. Nevertheless, EBRD support for cross-border transport and certain other infrastructure is the result of an ongoing dialogue with and request from the authorities, and tends to be closely coordinated with other IFIs.
14. Do you coordinate aid-for-trade analyses and programming with other donors at the country level, given that its scope often exceeds the capacity of any single donor?
Several of EBRD's investment projects and policy work are implemented jointly with other IFIs and donors. This is almost invariably true for large cross-border road projects (but less on projects with airports, ports and the power sector). Coordination on projects is driven by financing needs in each individual case.
15. Are you increasing the amount of aid-for-trade for regional and/or multilateral programmes? (If you are a regional or multilateral agency, are you managing an increasing amount of aid-for-trade?)
As a project finance institution, EBRD does not provide funding for regional and multilateral "programmes".
MANAGEMENT FOR RESULTS
Refers to both donors and partner countries managing resources and improving decision making for results.
What objectives and timeframes do you set for your aid-for-trade strategy and programmes? How do you measure success?
See answers to earlier questions. The EBRD does not have an aid-for-trade "strategy" per se.
What evaluation methodologies do you apply to your aid-for-trade projects and programmes?
N/A 18. Do you cooperate with partner countries, other donors and stakeholders in joint monitoring and evaluation of aid-for-trade projects and programmes?
In the absence of a specific aid-for-trade strategy, monitoring and evaluation are conducted in accordance with the EBRD's general procedures. The project context dictates the need for and the form of coordination with other financiers and stakeholders.
DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN MUTUAL ACCOUNTABILITY ARRANGEMENTS?
Mutual accountability refers to donors and developing countries providing timely, transparent and comprehensive information in order to jointly assess development results.
19. Do you engage with partner countries, regional organisations, other donors and stakeholders in reviewing progress towards the fulfilment of your aid-for-trade policy and programme commitments?
